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Office action mailed November 17, 2006 was filed May 22, 2007. 
The final Office action was mailed September 6, 2007, which is 
within four months of the date that the response to the non- 
final Office action was filed. 

As further reflected in the Determination of Patent Term 
Adjustment mailed January 9, 2008, this adjustment is further 
properly reduced four days in accordance with 37 CFR 1.704(b) in 
connection with the RCE filed December 10, 2007. 

Accordingly, at the time of allowance, the application is 
entitled to an adjustment 252 days (adjustment for Office delays 
totalling 350 days less reductions for applicants delays 
totalling 98 days) . 

As applicants are advising us of a potential error in providing 
too much patent term adjustment in this application, no fee is 
due in connection with this matter. 

The patent term adjustment indicated in the patent will include any 
additional patent term accrued pursuant to §§ 1.702(a) (4) and 
1.702(b). 

This application is being forward to the Office of Patent 
Publication for issuance of the patent. 

Telephone inquiries specific to this matter should be directed 
to Petitions Attorney Alesia M . Brown at (571) 272-3205. 




Kery Fries 

Senior Patent Attorney 
Office of Patent Legal Administration 
Office of Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy 
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DOCKET CLERK 
P.O. DRAWER 800889 
DALLAS TX 7 5380 

In re Application of 
Black, et al. : LETTER REGARDING PTA 

Application No. 10/678,154 : 
Filed: October 6, 2003 : 
Atty. Dkt. No.: DIX001-154 : 

This letter is in response to the "GOOD FAITH AND CANDOR LETTER 
REGARDING PATENT TERM ADJUSTMENT," filed April 9, 2008. The 
Office thanks applicants for their good faith and candor in 
bringing this to our attention. 

The Determination of Patent Term Adjustment mailed. January 9, 
2008 indicated that the above-identified application was 
entitled to a patent term adjustment ("PTA") of 332 days. 
Applicants advise that the correct adjustment is 252 days. 

The correct Patent Term Adjustment ("PTA") at the time of the 
allowance is 252 days, as indicated by applicants. 

An adjustment of 350 days can be attributed to the Office in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.702(a) (1) in connection with the 
mailing of the non-final Office action on November 21, 2005. 

As indicated by applicants, the adjustment of 350 days is 
properly reduced 94 days, rather than 154 days in accordance 
with 37 CFR 1.704(b). The reduction began February 18, 2007, the 
day after the date that is three months after the date that the 
non-final Office action was mailed, . and ended May 22, 2007, the 
date that a response thereto was filed. 

As pointed out by applicants, a statement on the substance of an 
interview summary was filed December 19, 2006 in response to the 
interview summary mailed November 21, 2006. The statement was 
not a response to the non-final Office action mailed November 
17, 2006, as indicated by applicants. Accordingly, the previous 
reduction of 154 days was incorrect. 

As further pointed out by applicants, the adjustment of 140 days 
reflected in the Determination of . Patent Term Adjustment mailed 
January 9, 2008 was made in error. A responseto the non-final 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Talbert James Black, Jr., et al 

10/678,154 

October 6, 2003 

VENDING MACHINE DISPENSING SYSTEM 
3651 

Rakesh Kumar 



GOOD FAITH AND CANDOR LETTER 
REGARDING PATENT TERM ADJUSTMENT 

The Applicant respectfully notes that the patent term adjustment calculation appears to 

award an excessive term adjustment to the Applicant. The Applicant believes the correct patent 

term adjustment calculation is 252 a^ys based on: 

• +350 days fortKefime between 14 months from filing and the first Office Action; 

• -94 days for the Applicant's response to the November 17, 2006 Office Action; 
and 

• -4 days for the Applicant's response to the September 6, 2007 Office Action. 

The Applicant believes the incorrect patent term adjustment calculation is based on an 
improper entry in the PAIR system. The Applicant filed a Statement on Substance of Interview 



DOCKET No,: D1XI01-00010 
Application No.: 10/678,154 
Patent 



on December 19, 2006. This was not a response to the November 17, 2006 Office Action but 
was instead a response to the Examiner's Interview Summary mailed November 21, 2006. The 
actual response to the November 17, 2006 Office Action was received by the Office on May 22, 
2007. This should have resulted in a 94-day deduction, and it also means that the Office Action 
mailed September 6, 2007 was within four months of the Applicant's response. 

The Applicant respectfully requests correction of the patent term adjustment calculation, 
as well as an opportunity to review any new patent term adjustment calculation. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0208. 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

(972) 628-3600 (main number) 

(972) 628-3616 (fax) 

E-mail: wmunck@munckbutrus.com 



Respectfully submitted, 





